REVELATION'S SAINTS,

A PECULIAR PEOPLE

1Jn.5:2,3 If we love Jesus, we will be obedient.

1 Cor. 13 Love makes the difference. If we serve Christ without love, it's not
worth anything.

1 Jn. 2:15-17 Love not the world or the things in it. If we love this world, God's
love is not in our hearts.

2 Cor. 5:20 We are ambassadors for Christ.

1 John 3:22 Receive him and keep his Commandments, do all those things that are
pleasing in his sight.

1 John 5:4 Born of God overcometh the world.

CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE

THINGS WE LISTEN TO:

Prov. 18:15 Ears of the wise seek knowledge.

Prov. 23:12 Again we are to listen to that which gives knowledge and wisdom.

Deut. 18:9-12 Those who are involved in witchcraft, astrology or such things are

THINGS WE SEE:

2 Cor. 3:18
Ezek. 20:7
Ps. 101:2,3

an abomination to God.

We are changed into the things we behold.

We are to cast away anything that is an abomination to our eyes.
We are to walk within our house with a perfect heart by not
setting wicked things before our eyes.
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Ps. 119:37, 38

Isa. 33:15, 16

We are to turn from seeing vanity and instead have God's Word
established in our hearts.

Those going to heaven are those who stop listening to and seeing
bloodshed and evil.

THINGS WE WEAR:

Rev. 17:3-6 God pictures the apostate whore as dressed in gold, precious
stones and pearls.

Prov. 23:7 He that thinketh in his heart so is he.

Prov. 23:26 Give me thine heart, let thine eyes observe my ways.

1 Peter 2:9,10 We are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people.

Ex. 33:4-6 After worshiping the golden calf, God called for a revival and
asked His people to take off their ornaments.

Hosea 2:13 Another apostate woman who dressed in earrings and jewels and
forgot God.

Isa. 3:18-23 "In that day." A dual prophecy that had an Old Testament
fulfillment, but will have an even greater fulfillment when Jesus
comes. All ornaments including chains, earrings and rings that
are on God's professed people (Isa. 4:4 - ZION = God's people;
Isa. 51:16) will prove their destruction. God calls these ornaments
filth (Isa. 4:4) that will burn on judgment day. Isaiah 4:2 shows

God's people in contrast - the fruit of the earth (God's people on
that same day) shall be excellent and comely (compare with
Jer. 6:2, the daughter of Zion is a comely woman).

Titus 2:14 God wants a peculiar people - distinct from the world.

1 Pet. 3:3, 4 Our adorning is to be modest, not with gold, pearls and costly
array, but with meakness and a quiet spirit.

1 Tim. 2:9 Again our dress is to be modest, without "braided hair" (meaning
plaited - a custom of weaving gold strands, pearls and beads into
the hair) or gold, pearls and costly array.

Phil. 4:8 Whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, good report,

with virtue and praise, think on these things.

One of the most frequent and mistaken complaints that people make against religion is that it is
too restrictive. In this permissive age when all the emphasis seems to be upon “doing your own
thing,” an unreasonable attitude of self-will has developed. This attitude has even intruded into
religion. Church members and non-members seem to be in quest of the same thing: a religion
which does not interfere with personal rights and freedom. Suspicion is aroused instantly against
any doctrine which demands the giving up of anything.

24-2



As this liberal spirit has grown stronger, many church members have turned more and more
critical of the high spiritual standards upheld by the church. Obviously embarrassed by the
widening gap between the church and the world, and unwilling to meet the social stigma of being
a “peculiar” minority, these members have sought to justify their compromise in the area of
Christian standards. They often argue that the church is being narrow and legalistic and that
many fine people are being discouraged from joining the church by this “arbitrary imposition of
rules.

If these complaints are valid, then some basic changes surely need to be made in the doctrine of
the church. If they are not valid, then we desperately need to know how to present the standards
of Christian conduct in their true biblical setting. In other words, we must definitely establish
whether these rules were made by God or by the church. We must also find out if they are
arbitrary prohibitions or God’s loving regulations for our own happiness.

In contrast to the popular revolt against any absolute law of individual conduct, we must consider
the Bible facts about the Christian life in general and morals particular. How compatible are
these modern demands for personal freedom with the standards of God’s word?

Let us suppose that the true biblical position could be presented with all the love and persuasion
of an angel from Heaven. Would the truth be easy for anyone accept?

Let’s face it. The path to eternal life is not a soft, flowery way of ease. Jesus laid such emphasis
upon this in so many texts that we cannot be blind to it. He said, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Matthew 7:14. One of the very
first principles of being a Christian is self denial. Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Luke 9:23. To be a Christian
involves complete surrender. Our Lord’s parable of the pearl and the merchantman reveals that
we must be willing to invest every single thing we have in obtaining that tremendous prize of
eternal life. If we allow one thing or one person to come between us and doing the will of Christ,
we cannot be saved.

Have we been guilty of discounting the price of discipleship so that people will not feel that the
path is too narrow and restrictive? Jesus said, “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:33. The rich young ruler was told by Jesus that he
lacked only one thing in his preparation for Heaven, but that one thing he was not willing to do.
He would have to surrender his wealth in order to be saved, but he was not willing to give it
away. He loved something more than he loved the Lord, and he went away

sorrowful and lost. The position of Christ was so strong on this point that He even said, “He that
loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” Matthew 10:37.
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