PROPHETS AND PROPHECY,
VISIONS AND DREAMS

INTRODUCTION:

Before the entrance of sin into the world, God spoke directly to Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:8). God
demonstrated His love through Divine communication to man as a part of His great plan of salvation.

Rev. 12:17 Identifies God's true church as having the "testimony of Jesus."
Rev. 19:10 Identifies the "testimony of Jesus" as "the spirit of prophecy."

GOD"S SPECIAL COMMUNICATION SINCE THE FALL

A. Communications sent at different times, in various manners (Hebrews 1:1, 2).
B. God spoke through visions and dreams (Hosea 12:10; Numbers 12:16).
C. Under direct influence of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Samuel 23:2).
D. Lines of communication (Revelation 1:1). Special angel, Gabriel
(Luke 1:19; Daniel 9:21, 22); Urim and Thummim.

PROPHET - GOD'S DIVINE MESSENGER
A. Is selected by God (Amos 7:14, 15). A prophet foretells, predicts

(Deuteronomy 18:21; Jeremiah 28:9). A prophet foretells as God's mouthpiece
(Isaiah 56:1). A prophet foretells and is God's spokesman (1 Kings 17:1-4).

PURPOSE OF PROPHECY

A. Preservation and prosperity of God's people (Hosea 12:13; Proverbs 29:18;
1 Kings 6:1-17). Reveal God's secret purposes (Amos 3:7).

25-1



WORK OF A TRUE PROPHET

A. To guide (1 Sam. 9:6, 19-20; Acts 13:1-4). To reprove sin and wrong doing
(1 Samuel24:11-15; Matthew 14:1-10). To instruct in things of God
(2 Kings 22:3-17). To give warning (Jeremiah 26:1-15; Acts 21:10-14).

RULES FOR PROVING A PROPHET

A. Prediction must come to pass (Deuteronomy 18:22). Will teach obedience to
the truth of God (Deuteronomy 13:1-4). Their teachings will produce good
fruit (Matthew 7:20). Will speak according to the law and testimony (Isaiah
8:20). Will call for a return to commandment-keeping (2 Kings 17:13).
Will believe in the incarnation of Christ (1 John 4:1-3).

WHY DID THE GIFT OF PROPHECY DISAPPEAR FROM THE CHURCH?

Jeremiah 26:4-6 God had two requirements - keep the law and obey the prophets.
Lamentations 2:9 When the law was no more, God removed the prophets.

Ezekiel 7:26 The same is true again - no law, no prophet.

Ezekiel 20:3 Why would God not be inquired of? Vs. 11-13, they were breaking God's law.

The gift of prophecy left the church when men neglected the law and began to follow
the traditions of men and pagan worship.

TWELVE TESTS OF A PROPHET:

1. A true prophet does not lie. His or her non-conditional predictions will always be 100 percent
right and accurate (Deuteronomy 18:21, 22).

2. A true prophet does not prophesy for fees, charges or payments (2 Kings 5:15, 16).

3. A true prophet does not give even his own private interpretation of his or of another true prophet's
prophecy; it is always the Lord's exegesis and interpretation, based on what He has revealed
(2 Peter 1:20).

4. A true prophet, with all other things equal, does not prophecy in his own name; it is always in the
name of the Lord (2 Peter 1:21).

5. A true prophet points out the sins, transgressions, and iniquities of the people against God
(Isaiah 58:1).

6. A true prophet warns the people of God's coming judgments (Isaiah 24:19-21).

7. A true prophet edifies the church with counsel and advice in religious matters
(1 Corinthians 14:3, 4).

8. A true prophet will be in absolute harmony with the words of preceding Bible prophets
(1 Corinthians 14:32; Isaiah 8:20).

9. A true prophet recognizes the incarnation and divinity of Jesus Christ (1 John 7:16-20).
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10. A true prophet, when in vision, will not breath (Daniel 10:15, 17).
11. A true prophet can be recognized by the results of his or her works (Matthew 7:16- 20).

12. A true prophet acts in accordance with the will and approval of God as expressed in the Bible, and
the Ten Commandments in particular - including the Fourth Commandment (Deut. 18:18,19).

Prophets are people signally honored by God. In Revelation, an angel twice told John that he
considered the prophets his brothers. A dozen times Revelation mentions either false or true prophets.

Old Testament prophets bring to mind dramatic miracle workers of great courage and power. Daniel,
the prophet, was Prime minister of two notable world-wide empires. Moses, a very outstanding
prophet, was leader of a nation. Isaiah’s message was so forceful and convincing that an evil king had
him sawed asunder.

Paul, a New Testament prophet, who received many visions, 2 Corinthians 12:7, could face down an
opponent no matter how brilliant. John was so convincing and influential in presenting Jesus that his
enemies tried to kill him by placing him in boiling oil. When the oil failed to harm him, he was
banished to the island of Patmos, a prison fortress, where he was forced to work in the mines. But
there, Jesus gave Him the precious book of Revelation.

The Scriptures, itself, came to us from prophets who were guided by the Holy Ghost. The church is
indebted to prophets to a degree almost impossible to calculate.

Have you ever wondered why, in these challenging and crucial days for God’s people - just before the
Second Coming of Jesus we no longer have prophets? Is John the last prophet that Jesus has spoken
through? Why did God quit speaking through prophets or did He? If you met someone who claimed
to be a prophet, how would you react? Does God, indeed, still speak through prophets today? Are
psychics and astrologers prophets?

“In the last days, saith God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy” Acts 2:17. Both men and women will prophesy in the last days. (Joel 2:28-30). In
addition to many men who had the gift of prophecy, God also gave the gift to at least eight women;
Miriam (Exodus 15:20); Deborah (Judges 4:4); Huldah (2 Kings 22:14); Anna (Luke 2:36-38); and
four daughters of Philip, an evangelist (Acts 21:8, 9).

Is the working of great miracles proof that a prophet is of God? No! The devil and his emissaries also
have the power to work miracles. Miracles prove only one thing: supernatural power. But such power
comes from both God and Satan (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Revelation 13:13, 14).

God warns us of false Christs and false prophets who will be so extremely convincing that they will
deceive all except the very elect of God. Billions will be deceived and lost.

Test their teachings and conduct by the Word of God, which is the Bible. If they teach and behave
contrary to Scriptures, they are false prophets and “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20.
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